Camp Grace

Grace \gras\ n: a manifestation of favor, esp. by a supn.

During my younger days
as a Bible quizzer with my
church’s team we had this
concept at competitions
called “Grace.” What it
essentially meant was
when you gave an answer
that was correct but not
exactly what the proctor
wanted, time would be
stopped and the answer
considered. At practices
we would study all the
literal answers to the ques-
tions, so “correct” answers
should have always been
given. Unfortunately some
of us just weren’t as good
as others at memorizing
things verbatim. If the
proctor decided to accept
the response, “Grace” was
called and the point was
awarded. “Grace” came to
mean receiving something
positive, even if we didn’t
really deserve it.

| don’t know who gave
Camp Grace its name, but
whoever it was knew what
they were doing. The
longer | serve with Camp
Grace, the more | see God
working through the camp;
not because of us, but in
spite of us. He really does-
n’t need our help, yet God
allows us to be part of His
work and to be used by
Him. We had another great
year at camp, not because
of what we did, but be-
cause of what He is doing.
We have done nothing to
earn the blessings God has
given us; it is by His grace
alone that we can continue.

2009 could be a record-

breaking year for Camp
Grace. Our theme was
“Where’s Your Treasure?”
with the theme verse being
Luke 12:34. We began the
season with our largest
teen camp on record; forty-
seven campers. The
speaker addressed the
young people about values,
priorities and relationships.
During small group time
(which we called Treasure
Hunting) the staff encour-
aged the campers to exam-
ine how God fit into these
three areas of their lives,
among others.

Intermediate brought us
eighteen campers while
Junior Campintroduced us
to thirty-six more campers,
many of whom were first
time attendees. Anne
Mickleson took on the
challenge of engaging
these young and active
minds by talking to our
campers about finding
their value in Jesus. We are
God'’s treasure, and that is
no small claim!

Intermediate llis tradition-
ally our largest camp, and
this year was no exception.
Sixty campers means there
are no unoccupied beds on
the groundsThat is not

only a bit out of the ordi-
nary; that could be a Camp
Grace first. However, if
sixty campers mean no
unoccupied beds, sixty-
three campers mean we
have to assemble one more
bunk for some staff and
place it in a foyer, and the
director has to sleep on a

couch; which is precisely
what happened! God is
good! The week also saw
the return of another for-
mer staff member as
speaker. Sam Dose, from
Roland, lowa, brought his
family to camp (both his

wife and toddler son’s first

“camp” experience) to aid
him in sharing what God
had laid on his heart for
this massive group.

It was a great year for
Camp Grace, one filled

with many changes. Aswe " .

look to the 2010 camping
season we can already see
a lot of exciting possibili-
ties. We are looking for-
ward to working with a

new missionary that the
American Missionary Fel-
lowship has recently
placed on the field. We are
changing the face of the
programming by combin-
ing Intermediate | and
Junior camps into one lar
ger camp. And finally, we
are in the process of as-
sembling a summer mis-
sions team that will be able

to dedicate an entire sum- §

mer to Camp Grace and
other ministry opportuni-
ties like Grace. Please con
tinue to pray for the camp,
its staff, and most impor-
tantly, its campers as the
year progress. Thank you
for the prayers you have
already sent up. God is
doing great things with
Camp Grace. Thank you
for your part in His work!

Justin Lindgren
Director, Camp Grace
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Lose something at camp?
Call Mary at:
(507)-629-3903

This newsletter is also
available online at

From the Desk of the Camp Grace President

Camp Grace is proud to be a part of the AmericassMnary Fellowship. In the past
several years Camp Grace has operated under #widir of a dedicated group of men
and women whose goal is to provide a Bible basédsCcentered camping experience
for children ages eight to eighteen at an afforel@ioist.

campgraceamf.com

We were very excited to see how God worked in @uns in 2009. Several of our
camps were filled to capacity making it one of ldmgest camping seasons we have
had. We are so thankful and amazed at how Goaurdtnancial budget and grocery
needs through the giving of churches and his people

As we look forward to another camping season ii20& are again anticipating great
things from God. The task before us each yeansewerwhelming in our strength.
Each year the rental of the Lost Timber Bible Cdawility increases along with the
other expenses of food, mailings, supplies, insteaatc. During this time when many
families are experiencing financial difficulty, vas a board have stepped out in faith by
making the decision to not increase camper regjisiraso that as many children as
possible will hear God's Word.

Camp Grace 2010

Teen July 19-23
July 26-29
Aug. 2-6

We believe that through the giving of God's peopdewill be able to meet our budget
again. As a nonprofit, nondenominational orgamimaCamp Grace will continue to
take all donations and pass them on to the camj@2us staff positions will continue to
be voluntary and we will continue to offer a Chiisintered program. Many of our
staff are former campers and it is unbelievabledar their story about the impact that
Camp Grace has had on their lives. Many have raadmpact in their schools and
community and have gone on to serve Christ arok@dvorld. Pray for the staff that
God will bring our way.

Junior
Intermediate

Luke 12:34

For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

We are also looking forward to having John and gi@ardiner from Mountain Lake
become AMF missionaries in SW Minnesota. John@imdly desire to serve, working
with children, youth and our camping ministry. \Ate so thankful that God has led
the Gardiner family our way. We ask that you wowith pray with us as they start the
process of raising faith promise support.

Job Seeker

Camp Grace is seeking qualified
applicants as summer staff for the
2010 camping season. Applicants

must be 15 years of age or older.
All positions needed. For an
application, please visit our website

SUPPORT- BASED SUMMER MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY

Camp Grace is excited to intro-
duce a summer missions pro-
gram offered through the
American Missionary Fellow-
ship in which individuals can
spend 3 to 10 weeks working
with various mission projects
such as vacation Bible schools,
youth programs, and Bible
camps. Participants have the
opportunity to raise up to $500

per week, depending on support
level reached. Applicants must
be at least 16 years of age or
older.
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For more information, contact
. o Justin Lindgren at (218) 365-
EILelfil American Missionary 2483 or jplindey@hotmail.com
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